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Leys News - Issue 40 


About Leys News 


Leys News Ltd is a not-for-profit business dedicated to 
providing news and information to the whole 
community. 

Leys News is not affiliated to any political party. 

Leys News operates an equal opportunities policy and 
encourages any resident to get involved in its work. 


Contact: Leys News Limited, 26 Kingfisher Green, 
Blackbird Leys, Oxford OX4 7BX 

Phone: 01865 711756 

Email: mail@leysnews.co.uk 

Website: www.leysnews.co.uk 


Who's who? 


Board of Directors: Molly Florey, Penny Wood, Chuma 
Nwokolo, Remi Omokorende, Roy Simmonds, Wendy 
Spray and Peter Stevenson. 


Editorial committee this issue: Phil Citrone, Julian 
Dourado, Joe Rosa, Roy Simmonds and Iris Trainor. 
(And an ommission from last issue's list - Brian Weaver) 


Editor: Jo Stannard 


Business Development Co-ordinator: Philip Citrone 


Distribution co-ordinator: Gary Jones 


Website development: Julian Dourado, Joe Rosa and 
Julia Sutton 


Volunteers and contributors: Anna Bartlett, Christine De 
Blase-Ballstadt, Richard Colbrook, Sasha East, Robert 
Evans, Molly Florey, Frank Isahak, Ruth Keeling, MJ Gohari, 
Jing Li, Stuart Mabbutt, Patrick Mukholi, Roy Simmonds, 
Jennie Travis and Helen Williams. Special thanks to 
Julian Dourado for sterling work as designer/sub-editor 
on this issue and the previous one. 


Leys News Ltd. acknowledges financial assistance from: Oxford City 
Council, Ealing Family Housing Association, Oxford Citizens Housing 
Association, Cherwell Housing Association, Awards for All, Blackbird 
Leys Community Chest, and the Community Champions Fund 
and support from: Newsquest (Oxfordshire) Ltd. and Business 
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Childrens Centre 


by Mikko Enticknap 


The Leys Childrens Centre is a new government 
initiative aimed at getting the best for children aged 


0 - 5 and their families. 

The work of the Centre 
(which will go on in 
educational and family 
settings all over the Leys) 
will focus on putting parents 
in touch with organisations 
that can add to their knowl- 
edge and skills in raising and 
educating their children. 

The focus will also be on 
aiding pre-school settings 
in their educational provision 
by offering knowledge and 
skills such as speech and 
language therapy and advice 
about inclusion. 

The Centre (which has an 
office in Kingfisher Green), 
will have a team attached. 
This will be made up of out- 
reach workers who visit 
children and families, a 
speech and language thera- 
pist who works with children 
and parents. A teacher 
advisor who will advise on 
good practice accross the pre- 
school settings, especially in 


the new before and after 
school provision that is being 
set up. There will also soon 
be an inclusion worker and a 
community social worker to 
give further advise. 

As Project Leader I would 
say that we are a professional 
team here to serve and work 
with the local community. We 
are committed to working in 
partnership with the many 
exceptional initiatives on this 
estate and we want to engage 
actively with the local com- 
munity. 

The Team are: Mikko 
Enticknap - Project Leader, 
Elizabeth Bishop - Teacher 
Advisor, Lisa Dobraszczyk - 
Speech and Language 
Therapist, Maria Fallows - 
Outreach Worker. 

We can be contacted at the 
PEEP offices on 395145 (ask 
for Mikko). Our office is 26 
Kingfisher Green, Greater 
Leys, OX4 7BX 


There will be an Grand Opening at 26 Kingfisher Green on 


Saturday 11th December from 12 - 3. Fun for all the family! 


mail@leysnews.co.uk 


Editorial 


by Molly Florey 


It is nearly four years since Ross Doyle was 
knocked down and killed by thoughtless young 
people - I deliberately refrain from using the 
term “joy riders” in connection with what hap- 
pened, as it has brought nothing but grief to 
his family and many others who knew Ross. 


Unless those involved and their families 
are totally heartless I cannot believe that 
they don't regret what happened that 
evening. 

With this in mind I am asking anyone who 
was there or knows who was involved to come 
forward. It will be a difficult time for you, but 
how can you allow Ross! Family to go on in 
pain - it's been too long and you can help to 
make things easier for them. 

Blackbird Leys is a wonderful commun- 
ity but this is still a blight hanging over us 
all. 


While we think about out community I cannot 
understand why the repeated attacks on the 
pre-school in Moorbank continue to go 
unnoticed - it is overlooked by houses and 
nearby bungalows and also the Blackbird 
public house. 

Come on everyone, where is our com- 
munity spirit - if you know something let 
someone know, even anonymously. Don't let 
us down. 


Been let down with 
your leaflet 
distribution? 


We can help. 


Call the leaflet sales team 
on (01865) 425349 or 
(01865) 425371 


Visit our website at 
www.thisisoxfordshire.co.uk/leaflets 


Roads Public Meeting 


Are there any traffic or parking problems in your area? 
Councillor Barbara Gatehouse has organised a public 
meeting to consider residents traffic problems. 


County Council represen- 
tatives will attend to take 
proposals for new traffic and 
parking schemes and offer 
their expertise on solutions. 

The meeting has stemmed 
from the Leys Residents 
Association pushing for traf- 
fic calming measures down 
Nightingale Ave - especially 
with regard to the amount of 
heavy traffic that uses the 
road. Local residents feel it is 
an urgent issue that needs to 
be addressed. 


The public meeting is 
being held on Tuesday 18th 
January 2005 at 6pm in the 
Clockhouse, Long Ground, 
Greater Leys. 

Cllr Gatehouse asks for 
any residents whose lives are 
affected by traffic and park- 
ing problems on the estate to 
come and raise their case for 
consideration at the meeting. 

Without public support 
changes cannot be made and 
this is a chance for all 
residents to have their say. 


Graphic design 


From simple logos and stationery through to full colour page 
layouts for brochures. Our group of local designers offer a 


friendly and attentive approach. 


Training 


Professional help for organisations wishing to produce their 
own promotional materials. Our quality training is both cost 


effective and relevant. 


Interested? call Phil on Oxford 711756 
or visit www.leysnewsdesign.co.uk 


LEYS NEWS 


We now offer a range of design 
services aimed at delivering local 
businesses and community groups an 
affordable solution to all their 
marketing and design needs. 


Been to the Library recently? 
by Library Manager Debbie Walker 


Blackbird Leys Library is now ona 
computerised issue system with instant 
access to the whole of Oxfordshire County's 
books and audio visual stock. It's free to join 
and if you already have a computerised ticket 
you can now use it here. Also you can return 
your library books to any branch in Oxfordshire. 


we now have the following collections: 
Adult and dual text books for children in 
Bengali, 
Parents collection - all kinds of things about 
being a parent, 
Black History, 
Large print, 
Life skills, books for adult literacy, 
DVDs, Videos and books on cassette 
are available for hire as well. 
We welcome any comments on what you 
would like to see stocked in your library and 
look forward to welcoming you. 


Christmas Storytime 
for the under 10's with craft activity. 
Thursday the 23rd December 
2.00pm-3.00pm 


Opening times 

Mon, Wed, Thurs 9.00am -12.00 &1.30-5.00pm 
Tues 9.00am-12.00noon, Sat 9.30-12.30pm 
Tel. 01865 770403 

Christmas Closing The Library will be closed 
from 5.00pm Thursday 23rd December until 
9.00am Tuesday 4th January. Extra items may 
be borrowed and all items will be stamped to 
cover the closure period. 

May we take this opportunity to wish all our 
customers a very merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year. 


Like a copy of a photo from 
any issue of Leys News? 


Order a 6” x 8” print for just £6 


Other sizes available on request. 
Call us on Ox 711756 and ask. 


Tel: 01865 711756 


... letters... letters... letters... letters... letters... 


In the last issue we reported on the New Music Studio at the Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre. Trisha Elphinstone who was mentioned in the article sent 


us the following letter in response... 
Dear Leys News, 


Thank you for the 
acknowledgement for contributing to 
the studio. 

When | wrote the music proposal 
(which was used to support the bid) 
it is important to note that it was 
people from the community who 
contributed their ideas into the 
proposal. 

Also, it was the people, with my 
band Jalua and Friends of the Earth, 
who helped fund-raise for the 
instruments which led to the 
permanent set up of the music room 
(prior to the studio). 

| had a lovely letter in response 
to the studio article form Mr George 
Morris. He is a respected elder in the 
community and did a lot to 
encourage us, in Blay Close, when 
we were young. 

Mr Morris was a big influence on 
me and part of the reason why | got 


involved in ‘giving something back 
to the community' and making music 
with young people. 

He wrote "I was overjoyed when | 
read your fine comment about me in 
the Leys News. | realise that my 
contribution of encouragement and 
commendation to you, as you were 
very young at the time, was 
paramount to the furtherance of 
your music career. 

| know you will reach the top, as 
you are nearly there, do not let go! | 
am anxious for us to meet and play 
a few jazz numbers just as before." 

We got together to play the other 
day and he still has something to 
teach (and | am doing a degree in 
Jazz). Mr Morris used to make 
instruments in St Kitts and here and 
performed in the early fifties. 


Trisha Elphinstone 


A Sound Education 


by Ruth Keeling 


A new music technology course in Blackbird Leys has proved so 
popular that organisers are running two classes to accommodate 


all the students. 


December 2004 
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Robin Hood - it's looking good 


Tickets are on sale now for a local Pantomime Robin Hood: Prince of Leys. It will 
be playing, for three nights only, at the Church of the Holy Family in Blackbird Leys 
Road, and promises to be a real Christmas treat! 


Performances are on Thursday December 16th, Friday 17th, and Saturday 18th at 7:00pm 
Tickets: £6.00 ( £3.00 concessions) Family ticket: £15.00 (2 adults and up to 3 children) 


Tickets are available from the Leys Linx Centre and the SPAR shop. 
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Rehearsing: Clockwise from top left; 


Annette Powell (Good Fairy Olivia), Lorraine Jackson (The Plot), 


The BTEC in 
Music Technology and 
Sound Engineering has 
been running since 
September at the 
Soundworks Studio in 
Blackbird Leys’ Youth 
and Community Centre. 

The high number 
of applications took 
studio manager David 
Norland by surprise, 
but he decided to run 
an extra class rather 
than turn people away. 

Soundworks Studio 
hopes that the level of 
interest will remain 
high so that they can 
continue the course in 
following years - they 
are currently the only 
place in Oxford to run 
the BTEC. 

The lessons have 
proved a real success 
and students have 
already made 


recordings of their own 
work. 

One student, 
Melanie Brook, said, 
"You go in there and 
you feel re-vitalised." 
Melanie, a resident of 
the Leys, hopes to get a 
job and work 
experience so that she 
can eventually open her 
own recording studio. 

She said: "I want 
to be recording at the 
highest level. 

"I'd always had a 
real interest in music, 
it was a dream I had, 
but at school you didn't 
even think of saying 
anything, you knew it 
wouldn't be taken 
seriously." 

The Soundworks 
Studio opened after 
young Leys residents 
said they wanted a 
space to make music. 


The studio is 
available as a rehearsal 
and recording space, 
and is providing 
facilities for a number 
of music workshops as 
well as the BTEC. 

Manager of the 
Community Centre 
Paul Isaacs said: "This 
is part of the push for 
lifelong learning. It's a 
fantastic facility for 
offering alternative 
education and it's a 
way into the music 
industry if people are 
serious." 

All the BTEC 
students from the Leys 
area have been able to 
take advantage of 
funding from Oxford 
Inspires that pays 
almost two-thirds of 
the course fees. 


Cherone Desilver (Sir Guy of Gisborne), Big John Humphries (Little John), Carol Chapman (Will 
Scarlett), Christian Hatton (Robin Hood) and Sasha East (Maid Marion). 


Laura Mathis who is 
playing Lady Anne 
commented that 
“Blackbird Leys could 
have done with a 
Panto years ago to 
bring a bit of culture 
onto the estate. 

“This production 
does just that and 
takes a comical look 


hard but it is going to 
be great fun!” 

Laura Mathis said 
she was “really 
impressed by director 
Christine's choice of 

casting .. . everyone 
seems to have got 
into their character 
effectively! I feel the 
whole cast has put a 


pantomime, written 
and performed by 
local talent and the 
director all the way 
from Canada. We 
have to work very 


“This is a great oppor- 
tunity for Blackbird 
Leys to show the rest 
of Oxford how cre- 
ative we are by 
putting on our own 


A Poem by Helen Williams... 


With months of planning, and searching for directors 
Money to raise, oh and course there's the actors 
Rehearsals began, once it was cast 


mn on the classic | And news that we had got the money at last lot of input into the 
Robin Hood’. performance and 
“It's bound to Costumes to make and props to borrow each brings their 


Advertising and marketing with deadlines of ‘tomorrow own flavour tosthëir 


characters.“ 

“Christine has 
really put her all 
into this show and I 
was really pleased 
when she asked for 
my help with choreog- 
raphy - we had a lot 
of fun with it! I can't 
wait for opening 
night!" 


bring a few smiles! 
The idea of setting it 
in Blackbird Leys was 
quite ironic and I'm 
sure kids and adults 
alike will love what's 
been done with the 
show!” 

The production 
has an all local cast 
and Cara Bagot who 
plays Guard One says 


With help and support, the professionals are at hand 
We really believe that this show will be grand 


Posters going up and tickets on sale 
Mustnt forget the ad for the Oxford Mail 


The script is original, all brand new 
And finally now its all down to you 


Dont forget to book your tickets to see 
(There's even special discounts for the whole family). 


Helen Williams plays bad fairy Olivia 


Wednesday 
8th 
December 
9am-ipm 


Saturday 
lith 

December 

9am-ipm 


The Leys Linx Centre 


Staff would like to wish you a 
Happy Christmas 


You are invited to come along and share mulled wine and mince 
pies. Meet your local pantomime characters from Robin Hood 
Prince of Leys. Why not join in our internet quiz with prizes. 


Find cut what's going on in 


g 


Pantomime tickets will be available to purchase on the day 


your local community 
over the Christmas period 


Leys Community Development | wittative 


Registered Charity No. 1049534 


Leys Young People's Community Chest 


Want to do a sports or arts activity, organise a trip? 
Not got the money? 


Apply for a grant from the Leys Young People's Community Chest. 


Set up by young people - for young people. 
(with funding from ATMOSphere) 


RING 01865 395927 for an application form. 
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THE OXFORD 
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This prodiretion is sponsored by 
the Oxford Espress 
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Tel: 01865 711756 


Looking After Yourself Logo Winners 


Congratulations to Ishamael Small, age 14, who won 
first prize in the LAYP logo competition. His design, 
below, will now feature as the logo for the project. The 
competition was judged by Al Cane and Ishamael won a 
deluxe art set. Second prize went to Tara Collier age 13 
who also won an art set. Both winners took part in the 


December 2004 @ 


Take five 


Five-fruits-and-vegetables-a- 
day awareness workshops took 
place in four different classes 


competition as part of the Leys CDI Summer project. 
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Ishamael Small’s 
Design 


PEEPING TOTS 


As parents and carers, we can make a real difference 
just by talking, singing and doing things together with 
our babies and young children. This will give them a 
flying start at school later on. 


Peers Early Education 
Partnership (PEEP) offers 
information and support in 
helping young children learn 
and develop. 

It is for everyone with 
babies and children under 
five who lives in Blackbird 
Leys, Greater Leys, Rose 
Hill and Littlemore. It is free 
and mums, dads and carers 
are all welcome. 

Families with children in 


a local pre-school or 
foundation class of school 
will find PEEP there too. 
Peep is now able to offer 
a few sessions at home for 
families for whom coming 
to Peep groups is not 
possible. Speak to Jan at 
PEEP or ask your Health 
Visitor for more details. 
Call 395145 for more 
information on PEEP 


Mondays: 9.45-10.45 

oly Family Church Hall; 
Tuesdays: 9.30-10.30 & 
11.15-12.15 Blackbird Leys 
ealth Centre, 

1.30-2.30 The Dovecote 
Wednesdays: 9.30-10.30 & 
12-1 (during Screw Loose 
Young Parents Group) 


Cuddesdon Corner Family 
Centre 

Thursdays: 10.00-11.00 
Holy Family Church Hall, 
10.00-11.00 Clock House, 
1.30-2.30 The Dovecote 
Saturdays: 10.00-12.00 
Cuddesdon Corner. 


Haking life 


Want to work 
with children or 
young people? 


Childcare Recruitment Line on 


08452 26 26 36 


www.oxoncis.org.uk 


Oi B= surestart 


Sfonchiidren and families in our county 


call Oxfordshire’s 


For advice, information and 
job vacancies countywide 


Seppertad try 


Kebab Kids - Pegasus students enjoying fruit kebab making. 


at Pegasus School recently. 

They included discussions 
with the children about which 
fruits and vegetables they like 
and dislike, the importance of 
eating fruit and veg and what 
can count towards your five a 
day. 

They finished with a fruit 
kebab making and 
eating session! 

The workshops were run 
by Kate Dunsdon from the 
Healthy Living Initiative and 
compliment Pegasus' Healthy 
Oxfordshire Schools Award 
Scheme (HOSAS) work, which 
is co-ordinated by Rebekka 
Brawn. 


For more information 
about the Healthy Living 
Inititiative please call Oxford 
715577. 


Harvest Praise 


In October children from Windale School took part in three different Harvest Festival Celebrations. 


Miss Francis’ class of 8 
and 9 year-olds went to 
both the  Clockhouse 
Centre and Brookfield 
Christian Care Home and 
performed for the elderly 
people there. 

They sang songs 
including Kumbayah, 
Lord of the Dance and 
Autumn Days. 

Some songs were 
traditional ones - like 


ny \ a 
Children from Windale School f 
with residents of Brookfield 
Christian Care Home 


We Plough the Fields and 
Scatter and some, such as 
Magic Penny, were less 
familiar. 

Poems were read out 
by children including 
Ayman, Emmy, Brian and 
Paige. The children had 
had lots of practise and 
had been looking forward 
to it, despite a few nerves. 

At the Clockhouse it 
went down very well and 


they all 
enjoyed it, so much so that 
the children have been 
asked come back and sing 
carols at Christmas! 

At Brookefield Care 
Home, where there was an 
audience of 66 residents 
plus staff, they said it had 
been "lovely". 

The whole of Windale 
School, from reception to 
Year Six, also took part in 


thoroughly a Harvest Festival 
Celebration at the Church 
of the Holy Family. 

Fleur Houston gave a 
talk, and each year group 
did songs and readings. 

The children had 
brought donations of food 
in from home, which the 
smallest children took up 
and placed at the front. 


News from the Leys Community Development Initiative (CDI) 


The Leys CDI, Oxford City Council and Oxfordshire County 


Council have been 


talking about 


‘neighbourhood 


facilitation’ (as the jargon goes!) in the Leys. 

The CDI has been allocated some funds to work with 
local groups - fund-raising, bringing people together, 
planning, administration, networking etc... 


Phil Powell and Penny Wood will be doing the work on 
behalf of the CDI alongside the charity’s Trustees. 

And, the CDI's longstanding Youth Project continues as 
ever - look out for Christmas Holiday activities. 


Information on any of this work can be obtained by ringing 
Oxford 395927 
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BLITZ news... 


www. blackbirdleys.com 
your community online 


Blackbird Leys I.T. Zone 


Don’t forget - Drop In at the IT Hub is 
Monday to Friday 9.30am - 4.30pm and 
Saturday mornings 9.30am to 1.30pm. 

Microsoft Messenger will be working 
again very soon. 

A team of staff and volunteers are on 
hand to assist you in any area of 
computer related learning. 

Volunteers needed - The IT Hub is 
always looking for new voulunteers to 
assist in providing local residents with 
access to and training for using IT. Any 
age or level of experience is welcomed 
and support and training is available for 
those who wish to join the team. 
Volunteer expenses can be paid too. 


Websites of the month 


www.opodo.com 


Enables you to look up flights from any 
airport with any airline and compare 
prices and times - really useful if you're 
thinking of travelling abroad in the new 
year. 


www.workingfamilies.org.uk 


Working parents and their employers 
can find out about issues relating to the 
family and work here. 

And while all families deserve an 
award in one way or another there is an 
awards zone on the site for those who go 
that extra mile. 

It's worth a click just so you can 
check out any of those benefits you 
might be missing out on. 


Courses Starting 
January 


Courses are five sessions long and cost £5 
unless otherwise stated. All courses are accredited. 


Daytime courses: 

Internet and Email for Beginners: £9 
Mondays from 10th January 9am - 12 noon 
Beginners Computing: 

Tuesdays from 11th January 9am -12 noon 
Digital Photography: 3 week course 
Wednesdays from 12th January 12 - 3pm 
Desktop Publishing: 

Wednesdays 9.30am - 12.30pm 
Photoshop Master Classes 

Thursday from 13th January. 12 - 3pm 
Word Processing 

Fridays from 14th January 9am -12 noon 


Evening courses: from 6 to 9pm 
Internet and Email for Beginners: £9 
Mondays from 10th January 
Beginners Computing: 

Thursdays from 13th January 

Web Design with Dreamweaver : 
Tuesdays from 11th January 


Presentation Skills and Powerpoint 
Wednesdays from 12th January 


Computer Network 
Fridays from 14th January 


To find out more or to book a place on 
any of these courses please pop into the 
IT Hub in the Leys Linx Centre, Blackbird 
Leys Road or call 714492. 


Brand 


new Youth IT Hub 


Now open-Young people (over 12) wanted 


to help run it 


-If you're into computers ring 


714492 to find out how to join in. 


Check out blackbirdle 


emails 
internet 
computer courses 


games, scanning 
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New Opportunities Fund 
LOTTERY FUNDED 


Tools for Change 


A group of community minded people went through a seven week 
Neighbourhood Renewal Course in Blackbird Leys recently. 


The Course, put on by 
Oxfordshire County 
Council, aimed to increase 
confidence to put to work 
the resident’s skills for 
regeneration work on the 
estate. It was a forum to 
listen and to learn from 
each other's experiences. 
Unfortunately the 
course was poorly attend- 
ed and Blackbird Leys 
may have benefited a lot 
more had some of the pil- 
lars of the community 
gone. This could have been 
a very good follow-up to 
the Community 
Conference last year. 
An evaluation of how 
development happens on 
Blackbird Leys was quickly 
done and a few problems 
became apparent. 
1. A lot of agencies do work 
mostly without consulta- 
tion of residents or others 
working on the Estate 
2. Time wasted - Most of 
the money coming in goes 
out again. 
3. Too many meetings. 30 
different meetings just to 
improve one thing. 
4. Few skills to negotiate 


with government agencies. 
5. Communication. (Loads 
of things happening on the 
estate that we don't know 
about). Information cen- 
tralised in a few people. 

6. Fragmentation. There is 


no such thing as 
Blackbird Leys 
Community. Blackbird 


Leys is made up of little 
communities, which may 
or may not link in with 
each other. 

Lessons from Greenwich. 
There was a tour of the 
Greenwich Neighbourhood 
Renewal which was quite 
insightful. 

Their slogan is "A New 
Way Of Doing Business", 
in which the communities 
and the Council work 
together in a creative part- 
nership. For them 
Neighbourhood Renewal is 
the catalyst for real 
improvement in the quali- 
ty of life of the most 
disadvantaged communi- 
ties - and the driving force 
to seeing those who live 
there setting and leading 
the agenda for change. 
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by Patrick Mukholi 


There is an inter-sec- 
toral and inter-cultural 
committee to lead the way 
and therefore providing user 
focused quality services. 


Some Course Conclusions 
@ Information sharing 
possibly street by street. 
Development community 
must be led .The way com- 
munities work is different 
from the way institutions 
work. Go to people. Work 
at their pace not at institu- 
tional pace. 

© Communication and 
building community rela- 
tionships should be a 
priority. 

© Training agencies to 
work together. Support 
people on the ground with 
skills. 

@ Identify Key movers on 
the estate and work with 
them. 

@ Form a Community 
Facilitators Network as 
well as an information 
dissemination centre -eg, 
electronic information 
display board. 


Read more about this 
course on page 12 


One minute movies 


by Jim Barlow 


Back in the summer Oxford Film and Video Makers teamed up with some 
local children to make one minute movies. 


Over three days at 
Kingfisher Green the 
young people learnt 
about: different types of 
shot; how to create a 
story-board; using the 


cameras and micro- 
phones and digital 
editing. 


Three movies were 
produced. The first was 
a test run, using a wild 
west storyline, called 
"Gunfight at Kingfisher 
Green". It was so well 
put together nobody 
noticed that two differ- 
ent actors played one of 
the cowboys in the duel! 

The youngsters 
wrote their own scripts 
for the other two films. 
One was called "Hair 
Salon" about the dan- 
gers of putting the 
wrong stuff on your hair 
to achieve that Beyonce 
look. The second was 
called "Bush gets 
Burnt!" (pictured) 
which went where even 
Michael Moore dare not 
tread. Use of an indus- 
trial dry-ice machine 
had several people 
thinking the play area 
had been torched! 

The films were 
shown at a screening at 
the Phoenix cinema in 
town and "Bush gets 
Burnt!" got the biggest 
applause of the night. 


= 
= 


Hard hitting commentry! - 
Stills from "Bush gets Burnt!" 


Which just goes to 
show that the Leys is a 
buzzing place when it 
comes to artistic tal- 
ent, in whatever 
media. 

Following on from 
this and work done as 
part of the CDI 
Summer Project a 
group of local people is 
meeting with Oxford 
Film and Video 
Makers to discuss 
developing video and 
film work on the 
estate. 

This could be any- 
thing from making 
more short films, docu- 
mentaries and MTV 
style music videos (in a 
hook up with the 
recording studio) to 
making our very own 
"Blackbird Leys: the 
Movie". 


So if you've got the 
itch to be a producer, 
director, star, CGI 
wizard or just a hum- 
ble gaffer or grip - give 
Janette at Leys Linx a 
ring on 402070 and 
leave your number to 
pass on to the Video 
Group, which is part 
of the Learning 
Network. 


Tel: 01865 711756 


church news...church news...church news 


The Church of the 
Holy Family 


Sunday services: 

10.00 am Eucharist; sessions for 
children; refreshments after the 
service. 

6.30 pm Time Out, a service that 
offers space 


Additional services for Advent & 
Christmas: 

28 Nov, 5.30 pm, Christingle 

19 Dec, 6.30 pm, Community Carol 
service. 

24 Dec, 11.30pm 

Watchnight Eucharist, Christmas 
Eve 

25 Dec,10.00am, Christmas Day, 
Eucharist 

26 Dec,10.00am, Eucharist 

26 Dec, 6.30 pm Carols at the Crib 


Tuesdays 
9.00 to 9.30am, morning prayers. 


The Leys 
Community Church 


We are a relaxed family 
church open to anyone that 
meets on a Sunday 
afternoon at 3.30pm in the 
Leisure Centre on Pegasus 
Road. Meetings include 
special activities for 
children. Anyone is very 
welcome to come along on 
a Sunday afternoon. Please 
phone Richard and Kate 
Colbrook for more details 
(tel. 714153). 


On Sunday 19th December 
we are hosting a Family 
Christmas Carol Service 
which includes some 
traditional carols, party 
games, gifts for children and 
mince pies and coffee. 
Come along to the bar in the 


Sacred Heart Church 


Advent Sunday, is on Sunday 28th Nov 
and Mass will be offered at the usual 
times of 9.30 am and 6 pm. 

On Sunday the 5 Dec the annual Inter- 
cultural Mass will take place at 4pm. The 
usual 6 pm. Mass will not take place on 
this day. 


On Sunday the 12th Dec the children will 
follow the Moravian custom of carrying a 
'Christingle' - a richly decorated orange 
with a lighted candle in it. This will take 
place within the 9.30 am Mass. 

The penitential service will take place at 
7.30 pm on Wed 22nd Dec at 7.30 pm 
Priests will be available to hear individual 
confessions. 


Christmas Mass and confessions times 
are: Christmas Eve, Confessions 11 pm - 
11.45 pm, Carols in the church 11.30 pm. 
Blessing of the Crib and First Mass of 
Christmas at Midnight. 


December 2004 
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Blackbird Leys Health Centre 
Almost Ready to Go! 


by Sarah Crake Communications Assistant, Oxford City PCT 


It is hoped that building contractors will move in to 
begin the ground works for the new Blackbird Leys 
Health Centre in February and that it will be built by 


Christmas 2005. 

Around £5m is being 
invested in the new health 
centre and details are cur- 
rently being finalised on 
the building contracts. 

The centre is being 
built under the LIFT 
scheme - a Government ini- 
tiative which allows Oxford 
City Primary Care NHS 
Trust to team up with 
Oxford City Council, the 
county council and other 
local NHS Trusts to form a 
special company to attract 
private investment. 

Plans are in place to 
move the current health 
facilities on Blackbird Leys 


Spar shop) where a 
purpose-built community 
building will house a GP 
practice, a pharmacy, den- 
tal surgery, advice and 
counselling services, and a 
local children's nursery to 
be provided by the Co-op. 

At the PCT, primary 
care manager, Andrew 
Fenton, is liaising with GP 
practices, nursing teams 
and other potential service 
providers. 


Anyone who would like to 
input views and comments 
on the site development 
can contact Andrew on 
Oxford 226831. 


Wednesdays 

1.00 - 1.20pm, prayers for 
organisations in the community. 
7.30pm, Fellowship group 
(usually at the church). 


Christmas. 


Leisure Centre at 3.30pm 
and get in the mood for 


Richard Colbrook 


Sunday 26th Dec, the Feast of the Holy 
Family Mass 9.30 am and 6 pm. 

Those wishing to enquire about baptisms, 
weddings etc. should contact Fr. John 
Hancock on Ox 778454. 


Job ... Job ... Job ... Job ... 


Blackbird Leys Credit Union 
Loans Monitoring Officer 


A responsible person who can work flexibly 
approx 2hrs per week 


£8.50 per hour 
Good people & paper work skills 


For more information contact Jim Hewitt 
on Oxford 718503 


Deadline 17th December 2004 


WHY PAY THROUGH 
THE NOSE? 
X High 
Interest 


Loans Cost 
a Fortune! 


é f 
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Do You Cash Cheques 

at the Porn Shop? 
Why pay through the nose? 
Save with the Credit Union and 


Cost (From the Credit Union) £32.50 


With the Credit Union, 
you would save £267.50 


Phone Oxford 718503 


Introduci 


“Hi my name is Jannette 
Winstone and | have 
lived in Blackbird leys for 
22 years. In August of 
this year | started work at 
the Leys Linx Centre as 
an Information Worker. 
Since then | have been 
busy gathering local 
information and building 
a database to make infor- 
mation readily available 
to the public. 

It would be great to hear 
from local groups or peo- 


ple with news of events that are happening in our 
community as | can then pass this information on to 
others. If you would like any local information feel free 
to call into the centre. We are open Monday - Friday 
and Saturday mornings. | and the other centre staff 


will be happy to help you.” 


Janette can be contacted on Oxford 402070 or by 
emailing leyslinx@blackbirdleys.com 


“Hi my name is Lex and | am the second Church 
Community Development Worker. | work along side 
Jim Hewitt. | have been in the post now for four 
months and | am enjoying it ever so much. If | can be 
of any help or assistance to you please come and visit. 
| look forward to meeting with you!” 

You can usually find Lex in the Credit Union which is sit- 
uated in the Leys Linx Centre, Blackbird Leys. 


ng... 


Jannette Winstone 


Road to a new site in 
Dunnock Way (next to the 


Gospel Truth 


October is kept as Black History Month. This year a 
Blackbird Leys contribution to Oxford's celebration was 
a Gospel Concert at the Church of the Holy Family on 
Saturday 9th October. 
About ninety people, young and old, black and white, 
gathered together from a dozen local churches and fellow- 
ships of different Christian traditions, to enjoy sharing 
Gospel music in many styles from Africa, the Caribbean, 
America and Europe. 

Some was deafening, some soulful, but all was rhyth- 
mic and all in praise of the Lord! 

It was very good evening sharing this experience 
together, and ensuring that Black History Month had a 
spiritual dimension and a Blackbird Leys location. 


Celebrating Martin Luther King 


by Fleur Houston 

On 23rd January at 6.30 pm there will be a service to 
commemorate the life and witness of Revd Dr Martin 
Luther King at The Church of the Holy Family, Blackbird 
Leys Road. 

Organised jointly by the Church of the Holy Family and 
ACCAN, this event brings together a wide selection of 
singers, speakers and musicians who offer their talents 
and gifts to celebrate the achievements of a man who 
shared his dream with the world. 

A dream of a peaceful world "where all people of good- 
will will come together and say in the words of the old 
Negro spiritual: We ain't gonna study war no more," a 
dream of a just world where there will be no more racial 
or economic oppression, where "children will not be judged 
by the colour of their skin but by the strength of their 
character". 

Though he was seen as a leader of civil rights protest 
marches, Dr King was first and foremost a preacher. 


And as a preacher he 


by David Parry 


Great News for Greater Leys Bus Users 


by Councillor Barbara 
Gatehouse 


Campaigners in Greater Leys 
are celebrating victory in a long 
campaign to get the 5A/5B bus 
service restored to the area of 
the estate nearest Watlington 
Road. Since July 2003, this 
area, with about 1,300 
households, has been served 
only by various off-peak bus 
services which did not help 
people to get to work. 

Now, as a result of a decision by 
the County Council, a new 


5A/5B bus service will start 
running on Monday 13 
December. It will be operated by 
Stagecoach, serving the whole 
area that the old 5A/5B bus did, 
with a very similar timetable. 

Buses will run alternately 
clockwise and anticlockwise 
round the estate, with two 
journeys per hour, one 
clockwise and one 
anticlockwise. All buses will go 
through to Cowley Road and 
Oxford City Centre. The 
evening bus service 5C will not 
be affected and will continue to 


galvanised thousands of 
people to apply Christian 
principles to politics. 

His message was sim- 
ple: Love your enemies, 


run from the City Centre at 
8.00 p.m., 9.00 p.m., 10.00 p.m. 


and 11.00 p.m. every evening. 
It is hoped copies of the new 
timetable will be distributed to 
every house in Greater Leys 
before the new services start. 


Anyone who needs a copy 
sooner can get one by sending 
a stamped addressed envelope 
to Alan Witton, 8 Blacksmiths 
Meadow, Oxford OX4 7YF, 

or e-mailing 

alan. witton@btinternet.com 


bless them that curse you, 
respect the dignity of 
every human being. And 
walk through the dark 
night with the conviction 
that all things work 
together for those that 
love God. 

Join us on 23rd Jan at 
6.30 pm. It will be a good 
evening! 
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Curistmas From A Curistian Perspective 
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On the 25th of December the birthday of Jesus Christmas is a celebration. It's about presents, arty will start at 7PM and a mince pies and mulled traditionally homes and ents are given to relatives inquisitive ee age was very 
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The bible tells us about how Jesus Christ was 
born in a stable in Bethlehem. When hearing about 
this we are reminded about how God has given 
Jesus to the world and then the joy of the family as 
they experience this. Gifts are given as thanks and 
at this time of year we buy or make gifts for those 
around us, and remember those people who might 
be suffering or who are not as fortunate as 
ourselves and try to share some of our good things. 
What's good about it? 


God is really like. 


Time to be with family, friends and loved 7 5 ; Ves i 
ones, holidays, turkey and mince pies, a time to Jesus s loving, compassionate, E A , N x 
share, gifts, decorations, carols. merciful, kind, interested in every area Ø A | | | ANN A iS 
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What's not so good about it? 

Family rows, brussel sprouts, trying to clean 
up Christmas tree needles out of your 
carpet (in June) pressure 
from TV and our 
culture to buy 
gifts, carols. 


celebration. 


sombre, religious and boring. The reality is that 
nothing could be further from the truth of what 


Christmas is about Jesus being born PEN TAA 
and, through his life, death and Ni i] i HM 
resurrection, him showing the world É Q RN | Coe 
what God is really like. Far from being Kya NO = 
a distant angry God or sitting on a 
cloud with his harp and having no j INNAN 
effect on our lives, the God revealed by (// = MY Ny A 


New Year, New Skills A 
- A New Future ` À 


Oxford Women's Training Scheme (OWTS) offers courses in Computing, Media and 
Construction. Programmes are run in small groups enabling women to gain skills, 
knowledge and confidence in a relaxed and friendly environment. We specialise in 


providing training in practical and technical skills where there are growing job opportunities. 


Courses are 
@ Open to women aged 16 or over 
@ Free to women on benefits, asylum seekers or those 
on basic skills programmes 
@ Run during school hours and term time 
© Supported - travel and childcare costs paid (subject to eligibility) 


Courses starting in January 2005 


Skills for Life - a new course covering adult literacy, numeracy and 
English for speakers of other languages. 

Go 4 It - a free course giving an introduction to computers and basic 
computing skills. 

European Computer Driving Licence (ECDL) - gain a 
well-recognised qualification in computing skills, covering word processing, 
spreadsheets, databases etc. 

Introduction to Woodwork - suitable for beginners, learn to use tools 
safely, finishing wood and basic woodwork skills. 

Building Skills for women - an introduction to a range of construction 
skills including painting, tiling, plumbing and carpentry. 

Developing your website skills - an intermediate course leading to a 
certificate in Multimedia Design, subjects covered include using 
Dreamweaver and creating animation for the web. 

Making a video - an intermediate course involving planning shooting and 
editing a video, which leads to a recognised qualification. 


Eea For detailed information please contact Ox 741317 
EFTA Oxford Women's Training Scheme, Northway Centre, 
peel de al 


Maltfield Road, Oxford, OX3 9RG 
Email: women@owts.org.uk 
website www.owts.org.uk 
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of our lives and very much up for people Afi \j// 
finding true enjoyment, peace and fulfilment 
in their lives. That's why Christmas can be a | 
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The Chinese New Year, Nian, is a 
time to rush back home from all 
parts of the country for a family 
reunion. 

Days before the New Year, every 
family is busy giving their house a 
thorough cleaning, hoping to sweep 
away any ill-fortune there may have 
been in the family, to make way for 
wished for in-coming good luck. 
People also give their doors and win- 
dow-panes a new coat of paint, usu- 
ally red in colour. They decorate the 
doors and windows with paper-cuts 
and couplets with the very popular 
themes of "happiness", "wealth", 
"longevity" and "satisfactory marriage 
with more children". 


filled evening. 
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Paintings of the same 
themes are put up in the 
house on top of the newly 
mounted wall paper. In the 
old days, various kinds of 
food were left in tribute at the altar of 
ancestors. 

The Eve of the New Year is very 
carefully observed. Supper is a feast, 
with all members coming together. 
One of the most popular course is 
jiaozi, dumplings boiled in water. 
"Jiaozi" in Chinese literally mean 
"sleep together and have sons", an 
old-fashioned good wish for a family. 
After dinner, the whole family sit up 
for the night having fun, playing 
cards or board games or watching 
TV programs dedicated to the ocas- 
sion. Every light is supposed to be 
kept on the whole night. At mid- 
night, the whole sky is lit up by fire- 
works and firecrackers make every- 


a 7>, IN a Special 
menorah", Other ca 
eating foods fried ; 
children playing 
game with spin 


tops. ning 


where seem like a war zone. People's 
excitement reaches its zenith. 

Very early the next morning, 
children greet their parents and 
receive presents of cash wrapped 
up in red paper packages from 
them. Then, the family start out to 
say greetings from door to door, 
first their relatives and then their 
neighbors. It is a great time for rec- 
onciliation. Old grudges are very 
easily cast away during the greet- 
ings. The air is permeated with 
warmth and friendliness. 

During and for several days fol- 
lowing New Year's day, people visit 
each other, with a great deal of 
exchanging of gifts. The New Year 
atmosphere is brought to a climax 
fifteen days later when the Festival 
of Lanterns takes place. There are 
lantern shows and folk dances 
everywhere. One typical food is the 


the dreidel 


TRaviHions oF CHINESE New Year we 


THE year of He Rooster gecins on 94H FeBavary 2005 


by Jing Li J A 
Tang Yuan, another 
kind of dumplings 


made of sweet rice rolled 
into balls and stuffed with 
either sweet or spicy fillings. 

The Lantern Festival marks the 
end of the New Year season and after- 
wards life becomes daily routine once 
again. 

This description is based upon the 
recollection of my own experience. 
Customs of observing the New Year 
vary from place to place, considering 
that China is a big country not only 
geographically, but also demograph- 
ically and ethnically. 

Yet, the spirit underlying the 
diverse celebrations of the Chinese 
New Year is the same - a sincere 
wish of peace and happiness for 
family members and friends. 


hymns and Sharing food. 


Ep aL Fite 


Eib is an Islamic Festival which took PLACE on 14H NovEmMgER His YEAR. 


HERE Was A PUBLic CELEBRATION IN HHE BARN În GREAHER LEYS 


Few occasions are celebrated by a large variety of ethnic 
groups. We know this probably better than those who 


live in single- culture societies. 


Based on our observation, when Christmas comes 
around, even though everyone seems to feel some kind 
of excitement and delight in the air, there are among us 
those who do not consider it a major cause for celebration 
and merriment and look forward to their own occasions. 

Nevertheless Christmas gives a sense of belonging 
to a world community to all those who celebrate it. So 


does Eid al Fitr. 


Eid in Arabic means "the time of celebration and 
appreciation" and Fitr means "breaking". Both words, 
though Arabic, are adopted universally by Muslims of 
various ethnicities and languages worldwide and used 
extensively in English in their original form. 


Law. 


by MJ Gohari 


obliged to fast, to avoid sex between sunrise to sundown 
and to observe a series of duties introduced by Islamic 


They have to endeavour to enhance their moral fab- 
ric by strictly refraining from vices such as lying, back- 
biting and even impure thoughts. They are expected to 
foster in their souls values such as appreciation of God's 
gifts, represented mainly by abundance of food and free- 
dom to enjoy various worldly pleasures, from which 
they have to refrain during this month. 


The Eid al Fitr festivity is announced when the new 


The festivity marks the end of the Islamic month of 


Ramadan during which all Muslims are religiously 


Commonly known 
as the "Shortest 
Day", the winter 
solstice falls on the 
21st of December this year. 
This is the darkest 
time of the year - in the Northern 
hemisphere at least - when the sun at 
noon is at its lowest point in the sky, 
the daytime is at its briefest, and 
therefore night time is at its longest. 
Even though we will not notice any sig- 
nificant improvement in the weather 
for another two months, after this 
date, the days get progressively 
longer, reminding us that Springtime 
will eventually arrive. 

Because of this, over much of the 
world and throughout history, numer- 
ous cultures and religions have 
marked the symbolic death and 
rebirth of the sun on this day. 

In ancient Greece, it was called 


THE Winter Solstice 


YY 2044) — 2344 DECEMBER 


Lenaea, the Festival of the Wild 
Women, in which the death and 
rebirth of the god Dionysis was cele- 
brated. It was also an important date 
to Ancient Egyptians. This was due to 
their belief that it marked the death 
of the god Osiris. Further North and 
later in history, the Saxons held their 
Yule festival around this time of year. 

It was an important time for our 
prehistoric ancestors as well. All over 
Europe they built impressive monu- 
ments which have features that line 
up with the sun as it rises over the 
horizon on the winter solstice 
Stonehenge in England and New 
Grange in Ireland are notable exam- 
ples. 

In ancient Rome the Saturnalia 
festival was held over a full week 
starting on the 17th of December. 
Later the Romans also celebrated the 
birth of Sol Invictus, the unconquered 


moon becomes visible and the breaking news about this 
bestows a incredible level of exhilaration and excite- 
ment on all, even on the young children who are 
exempt, since it gives them a sense of anticipation of a 
good time the day after. 


by Julian Dourado 


sun, on the 25th of December - this 
being the winter solstice in the 
Roman astronomical calendar. 

In the early Christian church, 
Christ's birth was celebrated on the 
6th of January. In the fourth century 
this feast was moved to the 25th of 
December to replace the above men- 
tioned and other pagan holidays. It 
was only when the Gregorian calen- 
dar was adopted that the winter sol- 
stice ceased to coincide with 
Christmas and fell a few days earlier 
instead. 

Now, in the 21st century, the win- 
ter solstice is still being observed. It is 
celebrated by many neo-pagans, such 
as the Druids and Wiccans, and some 
atheists mark it as a secular alterna- 
tive to Christmas. This suggests that, 
whatever beliefs they may have, there 
is a deep desire in many people to 
make this a special time of year. 
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Watch Out For Trading Up 


A house in Elder Way is featured on BBC1 property programme Trading Up. 


The TV show helps owners 
sell houses which have 
proved hard to shift, and is 
presented by ex-weather- 
girl Louise Lear and Jim 
Bellieni. "Our main aim is 
to help people sell houses 
by decoration and styling" 
said director Dennis 
Jarvis. 

Dave Lait, who owns 
the house, had decided he 
wanted to move closer to 
his work in High Wycombe 
and put his house on the 
market back in June. He 
was looking to move quick- 
ly - but didn't have much 


" 


luck. In fact it was "a 
nightmare trying to sell." 
When he saw an 


advert ina property paper 
he decided to approach the 


Filming took place in 
September. Designs had 
already been drawn up 
and the team had just two 
days to transform the 
property. They altered the 
kitchen, lounge and one of 
the bedrooms. Dave 
moved out for a couple of 
nights whilst work was 
done and got a surprise 
when he got back and saw 
how different it was. 

Hopefully what they 
have done will "make the 
property attractive to a 
wider market" said Dennis 
Jarvis. After a makeover a 
property is likely to 
attract more interest and 
get a lot more viewings. 

The last word in the 
programme will be given 
to an estate agent - who 


will hopefully feel that the 
chances of a sale have 
been greatly increased. 

This particular episode 
of Trading Up will include 
a montage giving viewers 
background information 
about the Leys and show- 
ing that it's a pretty good 
estate. As Dennis Jarvis 
said "A lot of people 
remember the issues of 
1991 - but it's changed. It's 
a self-contained commun- 
ity with it's own 
community centre, swim- 
ming pool, nature reserve 
and playgrounds." He said 
that when people see it 
"We want them to say 'Oh 
Gosh - I didn't know about 
that." 

The programme will go 
out in a late morning 


programme. 


weekday slot either 
late this year or 
early next year and 
is expected to pull 
in up to one and a 
half million viewers. 


Filming in 
Elder way 
Photo by Roy 
Simmonds 


ACCAN WINNERS 2004 


The third Accan Oscar night took place at Oxford Brookes University in October. 
Congratulations to all this years’ winners, who are listed below, and who include 
Robert Evans - one of Leys News' very own columnists (see right). 


Black Academic Achievement 

- Patsy Spencer 
Black Business - Jean Dublin 
Black Sports Person - Nathan Douglas 
Black Writer - Robert Evans 
Black Trade Unionist - Winston Palmer 
Black Sound System - Pressure Hi-Fi 
Black Artist - Levon de Silva 
Black Video/Film Maker - Frank Isahak 
Black Photographer - Kathleen Bailey 


Black Performing Arts Person 
- Chiannon Evans 
Black Singer/Songwriter - Jade Gabbidon 
Black Academic Teacher/Tutor/Lecturer 
- Aliesha Mead 
Black Community Worker (Paid Post) 
- Annette Powell 
The Windrush Award - Tex Williams 
Black Family - The Williams Family 
Black Young Person - Ryan Evans 
Black Community Person - Robert Evans 


Unity Il: Women of Vision 


When the Unity Project for black and ethnic minortiy women closed its doors in 


March 2003, there was concern at the loss of its valuable community-based services. 


Shortly afterwards, following lobbying by individuals and community organisations, 
a new organisation for African-Caribbean women was set up. 


In recognition of the important achieve- 
ments of the previous Unity project, this 
was named Unity II. A grassroots, self- 
help initiative, Unity II aims 'to support, 
promote and empower women of African 
and African-Caribbean origin to develop 
their health, education, social wellbeing 
and personal growth.' This will be 
achieved through training, sharing expe- 
rience and lobbying for better provision. 

Unity II was launched during 
International Women's Week in March 
2004. With over 150 members, the group 
holds regular activities including fort- 
nightly meetings in East Oxford, social 
events and outings, invited speakers, res- 
idential training, team-building 
weekends and sport and fitness activities 
in collaboration with Afya. 


One important area is promoting 
women's health through seminars, work- 
shops and in partnership with other 
agencies such as the Oxford Primary 
Care Trust. The organisation is looking to 
secure funding and premises. 


Forthcoming events: 


Women's Health and Relaxation Day 
With a focus on fibroids. Saturday 
December 4th from 12-5pm at the Asian 
Cultural Centre, Manzil Way, off Cowley 
Road, Oxford. Invited speakers, massage 
and relaxation sessions, food and drink. 
All welcome. 


Next Meeting: 10 December from 5.30- 
7.30pm at Fusion, behind East Oxford 
Community Centre, Princes St, off 
Cowley Road. 
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IN MY vViEW 


BY Robert Evans 


In My View is a column based on my thoughts and observations 


and not that of Leys News or any other organisation. 


A Curistmas Present 


Christmas comes but once a year, but 
lately are we happy with the results? 
Whilst recognising the traditional 
Christmas, celebrating the birth of 
Jesus Christ and a religious festival for 
many denominations, | am going to 
concentrate on the other side of 
Christmas. 


Christmas Past 

This was not always a great time 
for all. Not all bosses recognised how 
important their workforce had been 
over the last year and some people 
didn't even get a day off to celebrate 
Christmas or the traditional Christmas 
stocking with a tangerine and some 
nuts. If this didn't make us nuts then 
going to work on Boxing Day certainly 
did! 


Christmas Present 

For most of us Christmas starts six 
days before Christmas and carries on 
until six days after Christmas, or in 
fact, New Year's Day. But we seem to 
have lost some of the fundamentals. 
For example: 

Shopping: 

Like a number of shopping streets 
and arcades Little Clarendon Street, 
started to present Christmas to us in 
September, with lights festooned 
across the road trying to persuade us 
to part with our hard earned cash 
before we have even considered 
Halloween or Bonfire Night. Then, 
recognising that this hasn't worked as 
effectively as they had hoped, we now 
have the pre-Christmas sales offering 
the same goods to those who bought 
in September, October or November at 
a discount price. 


Television Advertising and Television 
Companies: 

We start to look for Christmas sto- 
ries as early as possible, or sometimes 
the after-Christmas story, such as the 
puppies that are not just for Christmas, 
or the charity that needs our money. 

Whilst admirable, somebody needs 
to say that good upbringing and 
respect for individuals as well as ani- 
mals would make children understand 
that puppies are a lifetime 
commitment, just as your children are 
a commitment to you. 

Charity is not just about Christmas, 
but is a whole year commitment. 
Whether that means a donation from 
your monthly salary which is tax 
deducible which means that the organ- 
isation gets more than you have 
committed, or supporting a flag day or 
putting a coin the collectors tin at your 
local supermarket. Then, as we settle 
down to relax after our Christmas meal 
in front of the television we are bom- 
barded with images of bikini clad 
women on sun-kissed beaches, drink- 
ing cocktails telling us to book our 
summer holidays! 


And as for the after Christmas sto- 
ries, please, please, please, television 
companies get it right! The man who 
celebrates Christmas every day by 
opening presents or eating turkey or 
the people who leave their over the 
top Christmas decorations up all year 
round are not a happy story, but a sad 
story of sad people with sad lives or to 
be more charitable, idle people who 
can't be bothered to take them down 
and put them away for next year. 

And as for the inevitable re-runs of 
dead comedians advertised over and 
over again in the run up to Christmas, 
this needs to change. 


Christmas Future 

So what do we want? | am going 
to identify my top ten wish list for 
Christmas 2004. 
Shopping 
1. | want to have good quality items at 
an affordable price. 
2. | want to have shopping labels, 
especially in female shops, which give 
true sizes for real people and not just 
size 10. So when husbands and part- 
ners go shopping they are not 
bamboozled by a host of numbers that 
don't bear any resemblance to the peo- 
ple they are buying for. 
3. | want to have more shops offering 
wrapping as part of the Christmas ser- 
vice to their loyal customers. 


Television 

1. | want more new programmes than 
repeats. 

2. | want television that makes people 
happy and entertains them, not 
depresses them. 

3. Television that does not reflect the 
type of Christmas TV companies think 
we should be enjoying, but offer us a 
variety at Christmas TV which repre- 
sent the collective cultures in this 
country (sometimes it is just normal 
and nice, as opposed to totally 
depressing or hilariously funny, and 
nut cutlet as an option to turkey!). 


Personal 

1. All my Christmas presents should be 
things that | want and that | can under- 
stand how to use! Hint, hint! 

2. What | buy for other people is what 
they want and is not just £30 thrown 
into the back of the cupboard. 

3. | want to spend some quality time 
with the woman | love because | 
deserve it! 

4. My Golden Wish is not just for me, 
but also for everyone. | want a 
Christmas that surrounds us with 
family, friends and loved ones, who 
love and respect us and want to 
celebrate this time of the year with us, 
not spend it with people who only 
want to see us at Christmas and to 
pick our pockets! 


Thought for the issue: 


Through the rain Clouds, we see the sunshine! 
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Theatrical In-Tent 


The Local BMW Group Plant is once more the setting for the spectacular 
Mirror Tent, where Creation Theatre Company will perform two shows this 
winter. 


The Spiegeltent is a rare venue, one of 
only 11 in the world. Marlene Dietrich, 
who sang ‘Falling In Love Again’, once 
performed in it, as did Elton John. 


The first show is Charles Dickens' 
classic A Christmas Carol which will play 
until 8th January 2005. It's a timeless 
Christmas story celebrating the 
redemption of Ebenezer Scrooge. Filled 
with magic, music and laughter it is 
suitable for all the family. The velvet 
canopies, mirrored roof and ornate 
pillars and booths of the antique tent = r 7 
provide a perfect setting for Creation p y 
Theatre Company's first ever Christmas Theatre in the Mirror Tent. 
show. 

Creation's winter season continues 
with a unique and groundbreaking 
production of The Comedy of Errors 
from 29th January to19th March. This 
popular Shakespeare play revolves 
around the separation of two pairs of 
twins, who are finally reunited, but not 


—_ 


before confusion and anarchy reign 
supreme - with hilarious results! Creation 
Theatre Company expect an audience of 
over 40,000 to see the two shows. 
Tickets are £8.50 - £19.50 

Box Office: 245745 or 
boxoffice@creationtheatre.co.uk 


... Competition Corner... 


This issues prizes are two pairs of tickets for Creation Theatre Company's 

The Comedy of Errors (above) each winning ticket holder will also get a gourmet 
crepe, served by local celebrity French chef Michel Sadones. The tickets were 
very kindly donated to Leys News by Creation Theatre Company, and are to be 
used for the performances on 29th - 31st January. 


For a chance to win one of these fabulous prizes match up the following pairs of 


names... there are some clues in the article above. 
1 Charles a Scrooge 
2 Marlene b White 
3 William c Dietrich 
4 Snow d Dickens 
5 Ebenezer e Shakespeare 


Send your answer (with your name and phone number) to Leys News at 
26 Kingfisher Green, OX4 7BX by Monday 20th December. If your answer’s right 
your name will go in the draw. 


Congratulations to Jamie O’Connor of Sandy lane and our other winner 
in Kingfisher Green, who won tickets to see Peter Pan at the Oxford Playhouse in 
October’s competition. 


3 Ethnic 

| Minority 
Business 
Service 


FREE Courses 


improve your skills! 


Leys 
Residents 
Association 


EMBS is an equal opportunities training 
organisation. Our courses are open to 
everybody regardless of race, creed, 
colour, disability, gender or age. 


The December meeting is 
on Tuesday 15th at 6.30pm 
in the Clockhouse. 


Local residents, councillor, 
street wardens, police and 
housing staff will be there to 
answer any questions or 
grievances. 


Computer Beginners 
Computer training: CLAIT Level 1 & 2 
Business Counselling 


f d Christmas Party - 
Business Start-up skills 


the Barn, Greater Leys 
Friday 10th from 7pm 


English ESOL/Basic Skills 
Numeracy 
Bookkeeping 


Go-Peds and 
Similar Vehicles 


Coming up to Christmas 
many children may have 
asked Santa for a small 
motor bike or similar vehicle. 

Although these bikes 
are good fun remember 
they can only be ridden on 
private land - unless you 
have correct documentation 


EMBS is an appointed LearnDirect Centre offering 
a range of courses in IT, Business & Management, 
Personal Development and Basic Skills. 


Please ring: 01865 794431 


Admin Office: 

3 Collins Street, 
Oxford OX4 1XS 
Fax: 01865 727015 


Supported by: 
Learning & Skills Council, 


JobCentre Plus, Learndirect. 


Green Fingers 


By Stuart Mabbutt 


easy, 


Gardening is 
not 


with, an 


Having now fully relocated 
to Derbyshire, this pear] of 
wisdom has been firmly 
brought home to me. There 
is no way I will be able to 
garden here in the way I 
do in Oxford. I will need to 
adapt my techniques so I 
am not fighting a losing 
battle against the Peak 
District's weather condi- 
tions. 

I have just read an 
article in the 'Farmers 
Guardian’, which claims 
numbers of slugs are 
increasing, and "soil sam- 
pling is revealing slug 
numbers up to 150 per two 
square metres." It's clear 
that despite all the chemi- 
cals and slug pellets we 
use, nature's still winning 
the battle. 

This brings me back to 
working with nature, not 
against it, which leads on 
to Companion Planting. I 
will cover the rudiments in 
this article, and expand 
the subject next time. 

I have touched on the 
subject of companion 
planting before, but it's 
worth covering again, so 
you can digest the princi- 
ples in time for next year's 
growing season. 

Companion planting 
operates on a number of 
differing levels, yet most of 
us think its just a matter 
of planting marigolds near 
our lettuces in the hope a 
few insects will be kept 
away. Well, this is just the 
tip of the iceberg! (Pardon 
the pun). 


There are a number of 
principles, which can be 
broken down as follows: 
1. Plants can prevent fun- 
gus and other diseases in 
neighbouring plants. 

2. Plants can attract 
predators, which prey on 
pests found on other 
plants. 

3. Plants may be general- 
ly beneficial. 

4. Some plants help others 
by sheltering them from 


and the bike and rider are 
road legal. 

It does not matter if the 
bikes are petrol or battery 
operated; they should only 
be ridden with the land 
owners permission and not 
on public roads or path- 
ways. 

To ride them on the 
public highway you would 
need a driving licence and 


as lon 


against nature, 


the weather conditions, 
and can sometimes even 
release chemicals from 
their roots which help 
other plants. 

5. Plants not only attract 
predators, but also polli- 
nators, which can help 
other plants. The plants 
themselves can even help 
keep certain pests away. 
6. Some plants actively 
improve the soil, especial- 
ly those considered to be 
humus/texture improvers 
and mineral builders. 

7. Other plants can com- 
pete with, or can even 
directly harm others, 
which helps weed control. 
8. Specific plants can even 
be used as camouflage or 
distraction to keep pests 
away from your treasured 
plants. 

9. There are even plants 
that help other plants if 
they are present in very 
small numbers, but if the 
line is crossed and you 
have too many of them, 
they can become harmful 
and too dominant. 


I only have space to 
cover point 1. here, but 
we'll explore the other 
principles in the future. 


Plants that help prevent 
fungus and disease. 

Fungus often lives on 
rotting material, but some 
fungi can just as easily live 
off living plants. 


Chemicals released 
from the roots of nearby 
plants could be your first 
line of defence. Silica rich 
plants are good plants to 
use, as is a garlic spray 


insurance and the bike 
needs to have a registra- 
tion number and MOT. You 
need to be wearing a hel- 
met, (advised even on 
private land for safety rea- 
sons,) and if you carry a 
pillion passenger you must 
have insurance to cover 
them. 

If you do decide to buy 
any type of motor vehicle 


as you work 


Image courtesy of barrysclipart.com 


poured on to the problem 
area, which I detailed how 
to make in a previous arti- 
cle (April 2004). 

Nettles too have been 
shown to help fight certain 
types of these under- 
ground fungal invaders. 


Green manures, such 
as Flax release a cyanide 
gas, which kill some fun- 
gus, leaving the beneficial 
fungi unharmed. 

Mustard used as a 
green manure, also helps 
fight well established club 
root disease on land where 
you want to grow cab- 
bages, but good crop 
rotation is the best way to 
avoid this disease. 

Little is really known 
though about the subject 
of how certain plants fight 
disease and fungus on 
others. But it's a good rule 
of thumb to assume that 
anything that increases 
the health of other plants 
nearby is also going to 
fight against disease to an 
extent. 

There are large gaps 
in our understanding of 
the companion planting 
process, but it's an exciting 
concept that will be 
explored further next 
time. Good Gardening! 


For 
big or small 
gardening jobs, 
garden furniture 
restoration and 
pressure washing for 
paving Contact 
Stuart Mabbutt on 
Oxford 
747243 


... Police News... Police News... 


and are unsure of the law 
then ask someone, look on 
the internet or check with a 
garage. 

If you decide to ride on 
the highway the vehicle is 
your responsibility and 
ignorance is not an excuse. 

Please have the proper 
documentation and stay 
safe this Christmas. 
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Skills for a Change 


Oxfordshire County Council 


by Julie Chanel 


ran a course in 


Neighbourhood Renewal skills in Blackbird Leys and in 
Banbury, with money received from the Learning and 


Skills Council. 

This was a pilot activity to 
‘test the waters' for a larger 
countywide neighbourhood 
renewal skills programme. 
The findings of the course 
will hopefully contribute to 
the development of a com- 


munity development 
foundation degree at Ruskin 
College. 

The course in 


Blackbird Leys attracted 
six participants - fewer 
than we had hoped, but all 
six stayed throughout the 
course, carried out effec- 
tive assignments and 
contributed creatively to 
discussions and develop- 
ments. Each of the six was 
also connected to at least 
one, and in some cases sev- 
eral, local groups or 
community activities. 

Discussion in the first 
and second sessions quick- 
ly produced a list of issues 
needing attention in the 
neighbourhood, together 
with much information on 
its recent history. 

The participants soon 
came to the decision that 
they would want to pursue 
some long-term develop- 
ments and therefore 
probably remain as a 
group after the course, 
linking with initiatives 
they were already involved 
in. 

Phil Powell gave a talk 
explaining the history of 
the SRB scheme and the 
difficulties of joining up 
local action amongst the 
public agencies and intro- 
duced Enid Foster, Oxford 


City Council employed 
Community Worker on the 
estate. The group also 
invited Jim Barlow along 
to talk about his experi- 
ences in Blackbird Leys. 

The students hosted a 
visit from the Banbury 
group, showed them round 
the estate and discussed 
common and local issues. 

The Banbury group 
were surprised at the 
extent of amenities in 
Blackbird Leys and 
wished they had as much 
in Banbury. 

A visit to regeneration 
projects in Greenwich took 
place towards the end of 
the course which the group 
enjoyed very much. 

At the end of the seven 
weeks the participants 
came to the conclusion 
that the course was not 
long enough for them to 
feel confident in starting 
their own action group. It 
is hoped that they gained 
some useful skills and 
knowledge and will put 
that to good use in 
Blackbird Leys. 

The findings of the 
course have been dissemi- 
nated to the Learning and 
Skills Council and valuable 
lessons have been learnt by 
the organisers too. 


Read more about it on p6 


Similar courses will run 
in the Spring with an out- 
reach worker recruiting. 
Anyone interested should 
contact John Ord on 
Oxford 801615 


mail@leysnews.co.uk 


Waddling fundraisers 


The Toddle Waddle sponsored walk raised £510 for The Meningitus Trust 


The sponsored walk took 
place at the Kassam 
Stadium in October. 
About fifty nursery aged 
children took part as well 
as lots of Mums and Dads. 
They did three laps 
around the pitch, braving 
a chilly, drizzly Autumn 
day. 

The children, aged 
three to five years old and 
at Foundation Stage at 
Windale School, carried 
yellow balloons and wore 
duckling hats. 

Afterwards they had 
refreshments and met 
Ollie the Ox - whose 
strange appearance upset 
one or two at first! 

Lisa Peden, a teaching 
Assistant at  Windale 
School, organised the 
event with former Oxford 
United player Peter 
Rhoades-Brown of the 
Kassam stadium. She told 
Leys News that "It went so 
well last year we decided 
to do it all again." 

The money raised will 
go to the Meningitis Trust. 


Meningitis kills more 
children under five than 
any other infectious dis- 
ease. Six of the children 
who did the walk had 
meningitis when they 
were younger, but have 
recovered from it. 

Meningitis can strike 


Tots at the Toddle Waddle at Kassam Stadium 


anyone and in the early 
stages symptoms are simi- 
lar to those of many 
common illnesses such as 
flu. 

There may sometimes, 
although not always, be a 
rash that does not fade 
under pressure but is still 


visible when the side of a 
clear glass is pressed firm- 
ly against the skin. In 
babies another sign is the 
soft spot on the top of the 
head being tense or 
bulging. 


Oxfordshire Social Enterprise Forum is inviting 
people to go and find out about them on 
December 8th from 2 - 3.30 pm 
at the Ark-T Centre in Crowell Rd. 


A Social and Community Enterprise is an 
organisation with social aims that makes some 


income by selling its goods or services. Leys News 
is one such enterprise, others in Oxfordshire include 
community shops and transport associations, 
re-cycling schemes and credit unions. 


For more details contact Barbara on Oxford 245349 
or barbara.hayes@talk21.com 


Oxford Campus, Oxpens Roa 


Ope 
Thursday 10 Feb, 5.00 - 8.00 pm 
Oxford Banbury Campus, Broughton Road Banbury 


Oxford 01865 550 550 Banbury 01865 550 660 
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n Day 


2005 


Oxford& 


Web: www.oxford-cherwell.ac.uk cog nerwell 
Email: enquiries@oxford.occ.ac.uk 


HOME - START OXFORD 


by co-ordinator Sarah Harvey 


The sixteenth Annual General Meeting was held on 
Wednesday 13th October at The Barn, Greater Leys. 


Over 40 people attended includ- 
ing Management Committee, 
staff, volunteers, friends and 
family Support Workers from 
across the city. 

The business part of the 
meeting was presided over 
by Mrs Ros Lacey. Having 
been Chair of the 
Management Committee for 
five years, Mrs Lacey has 
decided to stand down and 
hand over the reins to Mrs 
Anne Youngson. Mrs Lacey 
was thanked for her dedica- 
tion and hard work on 
behalf of Home-Start and 
was presented with vouch- 
ers and a plant by joint 
Presidents, Penny Nairne 
and Gwen Ranklin. 

The visiting speaker was 
Dr Ann Buchanan, Director 
of the Centre for Research 


e AAN LA pi 


into Parenting and 
Children, who gave a most 
interesting insight into cur- 
rent research. Dr Buchanan 
highlighted the invaluable 
work done by home visiting 
schemes such as Home-Start. 

The Charity, based in 
the Blackbird Leys Youth & 
Community Centre relies on 
volunteers to support fami- 
lies and new people are 
always needed to help with 
the work. If you are a par- 
ent or grandparent yourself 
and have some time to 
spare, maybe you could offer 
friendship and support to a 
family in the area. 


Please ring the Home-Start 
office for further information 
on Oxford 779991. 
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from left to right Mrs Gwen Ranklin, Lady Penny Nairne and 
Mrs Ros Lacey with the Lady Mayoress - seated. 
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OPEN EVERY DAY 
from /am to Tinm 


All of your needs in 
one store 


Leys SPAR Ltd * Dunnock Way * Blackbird Leys * Oxford * OX4 7EX 
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Oxfordshire Learning 
Partnership 


SHARP is pleased to announce that Dr Stephen Bold 
has been appointed Chair of the Oxfordshire Learning 
Partnership. David Ansell, Principal of Henley College 
and a core member of the Partnership, said: 


"We were keen to attract someone from industry for the role 
and we are delighted that Stephen has accepted. Our 
previous Chairman, Sir Clive Booth, was able to generate 
tremendous collaboration between education providers in 
Oxfordshire. Dr Bold is well placed to help us extend the 
Partnership to involve many more employers.” 


Commenting on his new role, Stephen Bold, Managing Director of 
Sharp Laboratories of Europe said: 


"In Oxfordshire, we have some of the most exciting 
businesses in the country and some of the best education 
providers. | think that there is a great opportunity to improve 
the match between education provision and the needs of the 
local economic enterprises. It is a win for the employers, the 
education providers and most importantly for anyone entering 
or in employment.” 


Sharp Laboratories 
3D Display 


Oxfordshire Learning Partnership (OLP) 


The Oxfordshire Learning Partnership is supported by the Milton 
Keynes, Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Learning and Skills 
Council. The Oxfordshire Learning Partnership is one of 101 Learning 
Partnerships that have been in place across the country since 1999. 


Learning partnerships are non-statutory, voluntary groupings of local 
learning providers (ranging from voluntary sector to higher education 
institutions) and others such as local government, Connexions/Career 
Service, trade unions, employers and faith groups. They are intended 
to create greater coherence in learning provision by bringing 
together all existing local partnership arrangements covering post-16 
and lifelong learning. 


Oxfordshire 


Learning 
Partnership 


Sharp Laboratories of Europe (SLE) 


Sharp Corporation established its first overseas R&D facility in 
Oxford, in the UK, in 1990. SLE now has over one hundred staff. The 
laboratory is the centre of excellence within Sharp worldwide for 
molecular beam epitaxy (used to fabricate laser diodes for CD and 
DVD players), for silicon on glass electronics (used in liquid crystal 
displays), for creating three-dimensional images and for LSI design 
software. 


Sharp Laboratories of Europe is already involved in 
industry/education partnership through the Open Industry initiative 
that it supports in Oxford. 


More details are available from www.sle.sharp.co.uk 


Dr Stephen Bold 


Dr Stephen Bold was appointed Managing Director of Sharp 
Laboratories of Europe Limited in October 1999 and Managing 
Director of Sharp Telecommunications of Europe in April 2001. His 
previous appointment was Director of Technology, Rolls-Royce Plc, 
which he held from 1996 to 1999. For five years prior to that he was 
Assistant Director at the Cookson Technology Centre in Oxford. He 
also spent thirteen years with BP Research developing products in 
advanced materials in the UK and the US. 


Stephen Bold has a degree in physics from Southampton University 
and a DPhil from Oxford University in Materials Science. He is a 
fellow of the Royal Academy of Engineering, the Institute of Physics 
and the Institute of Materials. 


Dr Stephen Bold 
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English Speaking West Indian Patios 


(continuing the A - Z from the last issue) 


by Frank Isahak 


In close association with ACCAN and 


Age Concern Oxford whose assistance has been most helpful. 


“Sum West Indian Patois. Fuh larning dee 
lowcall peeple huw fuh tak prapper like 
wee dis duz do.” 


High-tee-tie-tee..... Haughty, proud, 
conceited, stuck-up 
Hole an...... Hold on, wait a while 


| en paying fuh me mout..... My right to 
freely express my opinion 
In ting...... To be involved in current 


activity 
Is suh..ls that so, or that is so 
lanl..... You and | 


Jeez-an-bred....Used for any reason 
when an outburst is appropriate 
Jook.... Stab with pointed instrument or 
thorn 

Jumbie....Spirit or ghost 


Jus suh.....Out of the blue, totally 
unexpected 


Ketch...... Catch 
Klim...... Any brand of powdered milk 


Lef dat.....Leave that 

Leh....... Let, let's 

Leh wee...... Let us 

Lick dong.....To accidentally hit someone 
or something 

Licks...... A beating at anything, 

physical punishment 

Lil bit...... In small meaningless portions 
Liming (noun)...... A wildcard word for 
any social event 

Lime (verb) The art of enjoying oneself, 
often alone or in company 

Long eye..... A greedy person, who 
envies the possessions of others 

Look nuh...... An expression of annoyance 


Jus'now..... In a little while 


by Brian Lester 


In November the Parish 
Council were asked if they 
could help in giving finan- 
cial support to the 
Pathway Workshop. This 
disabled workers organi- 
sation in Windale Avenue / 
Dunnocks Way makes a 
wide selection of wooden 
furniture and garden 
goods for sale. We felt that 
this was a worthy cause to 
support and so they were 
given £3,780 to help with 
running costs for the next 
12 months. 

In October the Parish 
Council stepped in to help 
the Blackbird Leys pre- 
school in Moorbank after 
vandals struck again. We 
have offered to pay £1,500 
so that CCTV can be 
installed. This money will 
come out of the ring- 
fenced 'Community Safety 
Fund' established earlier 
this year by the Parish. 
There must be someone 
who witnessed this 
deplorable destruction 
and we ask that they come 
forward and give state- 
ments. We're sure that the 
usual confidentiality will 
be given. 

Another scheme being 
discussed is the erection of 
a few more lights in 
Cuddesdon Park at the 
Bowls Club end. 

The Parish Council 
were involved in the 
recent Spindleberry open 
day, meeting the costs of 
the barbeque food etc. It 
was a very good event and 


More West Indian Patois next time! 


... Parish Council News... 


one that will be repeated. 

At this years Leys Fair 
the Parish Council provid- 
ed a Bucking Bronco. We 
charged 20p for young- 
sters and 50p for adults. 
250 plus rides netted a 
total of £50 which will be 
donated to the cerebral 
palsy unit at the Churchill 
Hospital. It was a pity 
that the Leys Fair was 
given hardly any coverage 
by the Oxford Mail, con- 
sidering the importance of 
the event for our estate, 
perhaps it wasn't negative 
enough for them! There 
were however a lot of com- 
plaints about the music in 
the late afternoon/evening 
- perhaps the organisers 
should consider this in 
planning for the 2005 fair. 

A new gate has been 
installed at the bridge 
crossing Northfield Brook 
in Spindleberry Park. It is 
hoped that this will go 
some way in stopping 
manic moped riders from 
destroying this area. 

It is disappointing to 
see that those gates erect- 
ed in Gillian's park have 
been opened using a 
Radar key. These gates 
were put there because of 
the complaints from resi- 
dents about motorbikes 
etc using the park as a 
speedway. It does really 
make us wonder what peo- 
ple want. 

We are still waiting for 
suggestions on what recre- 
ation facilities you 


youngsters want in Frys 
and Spindleberry 


Hill 


Parks. Why have some- 
thing you don't want? 
Come forward with your 
suggestions before it is too 
late. 

There has been a suc- 
cessful prosecution for fly 
tipping against a resident 
in Druce Way. We have 
continually stressed that 
residents shouldn't dump 
on the neighbours. There 
may be many more prose- 
cutions to follow. 

We have asked that a 
problem with workers 
from nearby facilities 
parking vehicles in Sandy 
Lane, causing difficulties 
for our residents, should 
be investigated by the 
City/County Councils. 
Also the illegal parking on 
the footpath along 
Watlington Road. We are 
waiting on developments. 

The environmental 
improvement work on 
Watlington road has 
begun. This is a planting 
programme of new vegeta- 
tion which is hoped will 
cut down on the vehicle 
pollution and traffic noise 
in this area for residents. 

There are still seven 
vacancies for Parish 
Councillors on Blackbird 
Leys. 

If you want to become a 
Parish Councillor, or 
would like details, contact 
the Parish office on 
Oxford 734746 or come to 
the meetings on the first 
Tuesday of the month at 
the Leys Linx Centre to 
see what we do. 


Oxford Citizens and Ealing Family Housing Associations 
The Farmhouse Office opening/closing times during the Christmas period 
Closed from 11am on 10th Dec, Closed all day on 21st Dec, 
Open Christmas Eve 9am-1pm, Closed 25th Dec - 3rd Jan 
Normal opening hours resume on 4th Jan 2005 
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... What's on weekly... 


Age Resource Desk 

The Clockhouse. 

Mon to Fri 10am - 1pm 
Computer access for the 
over 50's. Info: 717614 


The Barn Youth Club 
Wednesday 7-9pm 


The Barn Youth Club - 
Internet Club Mondays 
4-6pm at the Barn. 


Brownies: Thursday 
6-7.30pm Holy Family 
Church Hall (for 7 to 11 
age group) 


Carer and toddler group 


Until September: 
Friday 1 - 3pm at the 
Dovecote. £1 


Dads, Lads and Lasses 
Saturdays 11am at the 
Barn, 3 pm 


Girls Street Dance 

BBL Leisure Centre, 50p 
13yrs-16yrs 

Tuesdays 4.45 - 5.45pm 
8yrs -12yrs 

Wednesdays 4.45 - 5.45pm 


Girls Aerobics 

BBL Leisure Centre. 50p 
Tuesdays 6 -7pm 14 -18 
years 


Dovecote Afterschool Club 
Monday to Thursday 


3.15 - 4.45pm 

Dovecote Saturday Club 
(for ages 5-12) 10am-1pm. 
Dance Classes at the Barn 
Tues 4-5pm (5-11years) 
5-6pm (12 years +) £3.30 
Freestyle, disco, 
streetdance. 


The Edge - Youth Club 
BBL Community Centre. 
Wed 1-4.30pm. 

Drop in 7.30-9.30pm 


Guides, Friday 7-9pm at 
he Holy Family Church. 
Girls 10-15 years. 

nfo: 455970. 


Holy Family Church 
Sunday service 10am 
with lively children's church. 


Home-Start New Babies 
Club Dovecote on Friday 
10.30-12noon 


Junior Edge Project 

4.30 - 6pm Tuesday and 
Thursday, BBL Community 
Centre (Supporting black 
and mixed heritage 
children) 


Leys Community Church 
Sunday service 3.30pm at 
the Leisure Centre. 


Leys Youth Football Club 
BBL Leisure Centre on 
Fridays, 50p 


Boys: School Years 3 to 6: 
4pm - 55m 

School Yrs 7 to 8: 5 - 6pm 
School Yrs 9 to 11: 6- 7pm 
Girls: (8yrs to 16yrs): 7 - 8pm 


Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church Mass, every 
Sunday 9.30am and 6pm 


Self Defence, 
6-9pm Tuesday at the Barn 


State Pension Advice 
Surgery: Leys Linx Centre, 
2nd & 4th Monday of the 
month 9.30am-12.30pm 


Swimming - 

Blackbird Leys Pool 
Mondays 11.30 - 12.30pm: 
60+ swimming (free) 
Tuesdays & Fridays 

12- 1pm: Water Workout 
Wednesdays 12 - 1pm: 
50+ swimming 

Thursdays 12 -1pm: 
Duckings (Parent & toddler 
classes) 

Info: Ox 467042 


Weight Watchers 
7-8pm Thursday at the Barn 


Peep groups - See page 5 


Slimming World 

New Church of God, 
Cowley. Tuesdays 10am 
and Wednesdays 7pm. 
Info: Ox 438114 


What do Area Committees do? 


The six Area Committees are responsible for the following: 


e abandoned vehicles 


e allotments 
ecar parks 
e cemeteries 


ecommunity centres 
e decisions on planning 


applications 


e ditches and streams 


OXFORD 
CITY 
COUNCIL 


e dog wardens 
e parks and countryside 
management 


e public toilets 
e street cleaning 


e street naming 


South East Area Committee meetings 


Ring 252249 for further information 


ROSE HILL 


BLACKBIRD LEYS 


South East 


LITTLEMORE 


Monday 7th February 


6.00pm - 9.00pm 


Blackbird Leys 
venue to be confirmed 


Monday 10th January 
6.00pm - 9.00pm 


Litthemore 


Cardinal House 


Monday 14th March 


6.00pm - 9.00pm 


Rose Hill 


Community Centre 


The Oval 


Leys News - Issue 40 


Thriller night 


“Showtime Dance Group” presented their singing and dancing showcase on 
a professional stage in October. Our cover and the picture below were taken 
at the dress rehearsal at Pegasus Theatre. 


Showtime Dance are a street style 
dance group, started over four 
years ago. They practise at the 
Blackbird Leys Youth Club, as part 
of the African Caribbean Youth 
Project. They had always wanted 
to do a show, and the production, 
started being rehearsed a year ago. 

They chose to feature Michael 
Jackson's Thriller because he is 
one of the all time greatest per- 
formers. They designed their 
outfits and the theatre provided 
smoke effects for it. 

Around 20 dancers were in the 


show. Most were in their teens but 
the youngest was talented eight 
year old Tiana, who performs in 
her own right too. The group is led 
by Kerrisa Lawrence with Kelly 
Pointer assisting. They chore- 
ographed the show along with 
Eleesha Peat. 

Singing and break-dance were 
incorporated, as well as Simone 
and Sibhon reading out their own 
poems. Dolcie Obiozele, who co- 
ordinated the production with 
Zaka, said that all involved had 
been "really committed." 


An Apology: In October our story On course for great golf gave Josh Bartlett's 
address as Falcon Close - which wasn't right as Josh had moved. We try to be 
accurate, but once in a while a mistake slips in. Leys News would like to 

apologise for this one. 


Kitted out 


mail@leysnews.co.uk 


The Leys Spar, which is managed by Paul Johnson, has provided sponsorship for the 
Oxford Blackbirds Under 11's football team to get their entire new kit. 


Teamwork: Top row - left to right: Mathew Giles, Charlie Merritt, Joshua Trefford, David Newbold, Marcel 


= 


Smith of the Spar Shop.Nicholas Speke, Asha Townsend, Jordan Simmonds, Shaun Jennison and Jacob 
Joseph. Front row: Kyle Moss, Mike Connolley, Miles Taylor, Josh Southerland, Eddie Denton, Basil 
Hassan and Tom Farrell. Manager Anthony Hayes is on the left and Assistant Manager Dave Moss right. 


The team plays in the B league, competing 
against sides from other parts of Oxford and 
some of the surrounding towns. They have done 
brilliantly this season, having won all five of 
their league games: beating Cholsey 6 - 1, 
Benson 6 - 4, Kidlington 12 -1, Botley 10 -1, and 
Abingdon 3 - 2. They also won their first round 
cup game, beating Milton 9 - 1. 

The boys are nearly all local to the Leys and 
train once a week on Blackbird Leys Park. They 


are managed by Anthony Hayes and assistant 
manager Dave Moss. 

They are now ten and have been playing 
together for six years. It's basically the same 
team as when they were five, with just one or 
two new faces. This shows in their impressive 
results! 

They also held a sponsored penalty shoot-out 
in September, and raised nearly £600 to get the 
players a set of wet - weather jackets. 
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for sport, leisure and ice 


Ferry Sports Centre will be re-opening early 2005 after 


major refurbishment and development. 


